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TRIBUTE TO ARMY SERGEANT 

MARK VECCHIONE OF EASTHAM, 
MA 

HON. WILLIAM D. DELAHUNT 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Speaker, a community 
is gathering to remember a young man who 
died far away from his home of Eastham on 
Cape Cod, in a place made infamous through 
the fury of war. Today, he returns to the place 
of his youth, to be mourned and to rest forever 
where peace holds its gentle sway. 

Army Sergeant Mark Vecchione was the 
typical, all-American kid who had a fear of spi-
ders, but confessed his greatest weakness 
was seeing a little kid upset. He went to Iraq, 
not as part of a conquering Army, but to help 
establish that fundamental human value that 
all people everywhere—especially children— 
should never have to live in fear. 

As the Bible tells us, ‘‘Blessed is the peace-
maker; for they shall be called the children of 
God. Blessed are those who mourn; for they 
shall be comforted.’’ SGT Vecchione was a 
soldier determined to bring peace to a war- 
torn land. Now he is in a place to join with 
Him to bring some comfort to those who gath-
er to mourn his passing. 

I ask that all of my colleagues in the House 
take a moment to read the following com-
mentary that recently appeared in the Cape 
Cod Times about this young man. 

[From the Cape Cod Times] 
FIRST CAPE SOLDIER KILLED IN IRAQ 
(By Robin Lord and Jason Kolnos) 

Cynthia DesLauriers and her daughter, 
Lori Vecchione, were sitting on their deck in 
the evening breeze Tuesday when a govern-
ment car pulled up to the house. At first, 
DesLauriers, who is a front desk clerk at the 
Eastham Post Office, thought it was some-
one from the U.S. Postal Service. But, when 
men in military uniforms stepped out, 
DesLauriers knew her worst fears had been 
realized. 

‘‘They didn’t even have to say anything. I 
just said, ‘No, no, no, it’s not happening,’ ’’ 
she said yesterday, a little more than 12 
hours after she learned her only son and 
youngest child, Mark Vecchione, 25, had been 
killed in Iraq. 

The Army sergeant, who had written on his 
personal myspace.com Web page that ‘‘get-
ting home alive’’ was his No. 1 goal this 
year, died Tuesday somewhere in Iraq. 

He was killed when the tank he was riding 
in ran over an ‘‘improvised explosive device’’ 
or IED. As the head gunner in the tank, he 
may have been riding halfway out of the ve-
hicle when it was hit, according to what an 
Army official told his mother, The Army of-
ficial did not reveal the exact location of his 
death or his body to DesLauriers, or any 
other details surrounding his death, pending 
an investigation and report, she said. 

Vecchione died exactly two weeks after he 
had returned to Iraq from a short leave with 
his family in Eastham. 

He was on his second tour of duty in Iraq, 
which was due to end in six months. 

Although Vecchione moved to Tucson, 
Ariz., when he was a junior in high school to 
live with his now deceased father, Guy 
Vecchione, he is the first person who was 
born and raised on Cape Cod to die in the war 
that began more than three years ago. 

‘‘If you were going to go to war, you’d 
want to go with him,’’ said Al Cestaro, a re-

tired sergeant in the Army’s 501st Airborne 
Division, who has known Vecchione since 
kindergarten in Eastham. 

Cestaro called his friend ‘‘selfless and 
kind.’’ As an Army sergeant, he said 
Vecchione had ‘‘an undying dedication to his 
soldiers.’’ 

Vecchione was honored to be serving his 
country, Cestaro said. 

‘‘We all knew as soldiers the price of free-
dom is you have to see your friends die, or 
you die. But he didn’t want to die any other 
way than knowing he was protecting his 
family.’’ 

When Vecchione re-enlisted after his first 
tour of duty, Cestaro said he asked him why 
he wanted to go back to the dangers and the 
horrors of war. He said Vecchione told him 
he didn’t want to let his comrades down. 

There are about 132,000 U.S. troops serving 
in Iraq. As of 10 a.m. yesterday, 2,554 soldiers 
have been killed and about 19,000 injured. 

Another friend from childhood, Vicki 
Fulcher of South Yarmouth, called the Army 
Vecchione’s ‘‘passion.’’ Both Cestaro and 
Fulcher partied with Vecchione when he was 
home earlier this month, stopping at one of 
his favorite places, the Land Ho in Orleans, 
and enjoying cookouts. 

To his sister, Lori, Vecchione was her best 
friend. He was ‘‘very brave, smart, with a 
heart of gold and nerves of steel,’’ she said. 
And he was also a hero to her five-year-old 
son, Sebastian. 

To his mother, he was ‘‘just my little boy 
who was always watching out for us.’’ 

With tears welling in her eyes frequently 
and her face etched with the numbness and 
weariness that only sudden grief can bring, 
DesLauriers said her son was ‘‘very proud’’ 
to be serving in Iraq, but ‘‘was afraid at 
times’’ of the dangers. 

A glance at Vecchione’s myspace.com Web 
page reveals a man with a deep love for his 
family, especially his nephew Sebastian. He 
called his late father, who died last year, his 
hero. 

He listed spiders as his greatest fear, but 
posted several pictures of himself holding a 
5-foot machine gun in lraq. 

And he joked that the club he belonged to 
while attending Sahuaro High School in Tuc-
son was the ‘‘Reserved Seat In the Prin-
cipal’s Office Club.’’ He regrets most not 
doing a better job while in school. A Catholic 
man who wanted to be a pilot when he grew 
up, he said his greatest weakness was ‘‘see-
ing little kids upset.’’ 

When Vecchione left the Cape to live with 
his father in Tuscon, he befriended Travis 
Wilson and his sister Bambi Anaya. 

‘‘He was the kind of person you could talk 
to about anything,’’ said Anaya, 27, reached 
at her Arizona home yesterday. ‘‘He was that 
spot of sunshine in all of our lives.’’ 

Wilson, 26, an Army sergeant currently 
stationed in Fort Knox, Ky., called 
Vecchione ‘‘the greatest human being I have 
ever met and I’m honored to have had my 
life touched by him.’’ 

It was in July of 2001 when Vecchione, Wil-
son and another friend all decided to join the 
Army. Wilson said in addition to seeing it as 
a way to help his country, Vecchione saw the 
military as an avenue for personal growth 
before someday going to college. 

At the Eastham Post Office on Route 6 yes-
terday morning, patrons were halted in their 
tracks at the door, where acting Postmaster 
Donald Rogers had posted a notice of 
Vecchione’s death. 

‘‘It’s a small community where everybody 
knows everybody,’’ he said. 

Recent photos of Vecchione in his uniform 
and with Sebastian are tacked up on the wall 
at the desk, as well as on the computer his 
mother uses. Customers often asked 
DesLauriers how he was doing, said postal 
clerk Mark Godfrey. 

‘‘I got the impression she got a lot of com-
fort from that,’’ he said. 

In addition to his mother, sister and neph-
ew, Vecchione is survived by an uncle, Don-
ald Vecchione of East Orleans; an aunt and 
uncle, Brenda and Jeff Vecchione of 
Eastham; and a cousin. Tye Vecchione of 
Chatham, Services will be held at a later 
date. 
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HONORING RONNIE BARRETT FOR 
BEING NAMED A 2006 ENTRE-
PRENEUR OF THE YEAR 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Ronnie Barrett for being named a 
2006 Ernst and Young Entrepreneur of the 
Year. Ronnie is a friend and a resident of my 
hometown of Murfreesboro, Tennessee. He is 
the president and founder of Barrett Firearms 
and with this award, he is now eligible for the 
title of National Entrepreneur of the Year at 
the annual awards held in November. 

Entrepreneurship is nothing new to Ronnie. 
Twenty-five years ago, he was a professional 
photographer with his own business and an 
idea of how to build a better rifle. Using engi-
neering skills he taught himself, he labored in 
his garage workshop and by 1987, he held a 
patent for his invention, .50 caliber rifle that 
could be shoulder-fired. 

Since then, Ronnie has become the premier 
manufacturer of .50 caliber rifles. In 1989, 
Sweden became the first country to sign a 
military contract for his rifles, and more than 
50 other countries have done the same. 
Today, his customers range from sportsmen to 
the U.S. military. In fact, the U.S. Army last 
year named his M107 rifle as one of the ‘‘Ten 
Greatest Inventions.’’ 

I wish Ronnie all the best at the national 
awards, and I wish him many more years of 
success. 
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RECOGNIZING THE SESQUICENTEN-
NIAL OF THE FIRST CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH OF MUIR (MICHIGAN) 

HON. VERNON J. EHLERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
offer recognition of the 150th anniversary of 
the First Christian Church of Muir, Michigan. It 
is located in Ionia County, part of the Third 
Congressional District of Michigan, which I 
represent. The church will celebrate its sesqui-
centennial on September 7, 2006. 

The First Christian Church of Muir is part of 
the Michigan Region of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) and has great historical 
significance within that denomination. The 
church was formed in 1856 at about the same 
time the village of Muir was organized. Some 
members of the community called upon a 
friend, the Rev. Isaac Errett of Ohio, to come 
to Michigan to establish a church. 

The church held its first meeting on a cold, 
mid-winter morning, when parishoners gath-
ered at the edge of the Grand River with tem-
peratures that reached 31 degrees below 
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zero. They had to break through the river’s ice 
in order to get water to perform baptismal 
rites—certainly not a baptism by fire, I must 
say! The church became known as the ‘‘Moth-
er Church of the World,’’ as it was the denomi-
nation’s first church in the Grand River Valley 
and became the parent church of offshoots in 
Ionia, Owosso, Detroit, North Plains and 
Woodard Lake, as well as financing other Dis-
ciple churches in Tennessee, Kansas and Mis-
souri. 

In 1861, the church building was completed, 
and Rev. Errett’s longtime friend and fellow 
Disciple of Christ James A. Garfield, soon to 
become a member of this House and later to 
be the 20th President of the United States, 
traveled to Muir to dedicate the building. An 
elder and minister in the Disciples of Christ, 
Garfield had visited the church and preached 
there several times. Garfield was not the only 
House member and future president to visit 
the church, as then-Congressman Gerald R. 
Ford was on hand in 1956 to participate in the 
church’s centennial celebration. 

The First Christian Church of Muir, originally 
constructed at a cost of $3,215 with boards 
cut at local saw mills, today rests on its origi-
nal foundation and displays several stained- 
glass memorial windows, with the main win-
dow as a memorial to Rev. Isaac Errett. The 
church’s bell, which was cast in England and 
hangs in the church’s belfry, still is rung to an-
nounce services each Sunday, and also rings 
out on special occasions. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and our colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the First Christian 
Church of Muir on its 150th anniversary and 
send well wishes to Rev. W. Gregory Gladding 
and the church’s congregation as they cele-
brate their sesquicentennial on September 7, 
2006. 
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WAIVING POINTS OF ORDER 
AGAINST CONFERENCE REPORT 
ON S. 250, CARL D. PERKINS CA-
REER AND TECHNICAL EDU-
CATION IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 
2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN F. TIERNEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2006 

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the conference report for the Per-
kins vocational education program. 

I am pleased to see that Tech Prep was 
maintained as a separate authorization from 
the state grants program. 

Tech Prep is a program of study which be-
gins in high school, continues at a postsec-
ondary institution and culminates in an asso-
ciate degree, two-year certificate, apprentice-
ship, or further postsecondary study in a ca-
reer and technical field. 

Tech Prep in my home state of Massachu-
setts serves 12,865 secondary school stu-
dents and 3,450 post-secondary students. 
One hundred and forty secondary schools, 45 
post-secondary institutions and 180 business 
and industry members partner together to help 
provide a smooth transition from secondary 
school to post-secondary education. 

These are not idle statistics but real stu-
dents who may transition into high-skill, high- 

wage technical fields for which there is an es-
calating labor market demand. These aca-
demically and technically prepared graduates 
of Tech Prep programs are critical to the eco-
nomic growth, productivity and internal com-
petitiveness of the United States. 

Regrettably, the House bill eliminated the 
separate funding stream for Tech Prep pro-
grams and merged the funding into the Basic 
State Grant. Such a move could have led to 
a loss of federal funding for—and reduction of 
congressional focus on—this important pro-
gram. 

My democratic colleague RON KIND and I 
sought to restore and retain the integrity of 
Tech Prep because we—and a number of 
concerned education groups—feared that the 
language in the House version would have led 
to a loss of funds for Perkins overall and could 
have impacted existing Tech Prep partner-
ships and innovation in career and technical 
education. 

I am pleased that the conference report re-
jects the House bill’s position and maintains 
Tech Prep as a separate title in the law. 

I am also pleased that the Congress has 
stood up to the Administration and soundly re-
jected the President’s proposal to eliminate 
vocational education. 

I would like to thank Chairman MCKEON, 
Ranking Member MILLER, as well as Senator 
ENZI and Senator KENNEDY for their coopera-
tive work on this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a good bill before us 
today. I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting its passage. 
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HONORING ERLENE HIMES 

HON. RON LEWIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a remarkable individual 
from my congressional district. Erlene Himes, 
a longtime educator and librarian, recently an-
nounced her retirement as director of the Mar-
ion County Public Library. Mrs. Himes has dis-
tinguished herself as a selfless leader through-
out her many years of service to the commu-
nities of Marion County and Taylor County, 
Kentucky. 

A native of North Carolina, Mrs. Himes 
came to Kentucky in the early 1960s to pursue 
a bachelors degree in elementary education at 
Campbellsville College. Upon completion of 
her studies, Mrs. Himes taught for 2 years at 
the Taylor County elementary school. This 
was followed by 2 years working in the Camp-
bellsville College library. Soon thereafter, she 
earned a masters degree in library science 
from Western Kentucky University and began 
her 28-year career with the Marion County 
Board of Education. During these years Mrs. 
Himes worked at Calvary, Raywick, 
Bradfordsville, Glasscock Elementary and 
Marion County High School libraries, leaving a 
special mark at each school. 

While she was librarian at the Marion Coun-
ty High School, Mrs. Himes worked the con-
cession stand at sports events in a successful 
effort to raise money to purchase the first 
computers for the library. She would later 
complete the ambitious task of cataloguing the 
entire high school circulation on computer. 

Erlene Himes retired from the Marion Coun-
ty Schools in 1996, refocusing her generous 
spirit on volunteer projects at the Campbells-
ville College Bookstore and the Taylor County 
Food Pantry. She was called back to duty in 
early 2001, becoming director of the Marion 
County Public Library. Under Mrs. Himes lead-
ership, the library’s patronage increased sig-
nificantly, Friends of the Library were revived, 
and the library has been the recipient of three 
awards from the Kentucky Department of Li-
braries. 

On behalf of the countless men and women 
who have benefited from her generosity and 
vision, I would like to express my profound ap-
preciation to Erlene for her years of service 
and wish her a very happy and healthy retire-
ment. 

It is my great privilege to recognize Erlene 
Himes today, before the entire U.S. House of 
Representatives, for her exemplary citizenship 
and community engagement. Her efforts, past 
and present, make her an outstanding Amer-
ican, worthy of our collective respect and 
honor. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SPC. RAYMOND 
SALERNO III OF LAND O’LAKES, 
FLORIDA 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor an American 
soldier who gave his life in service to our Na-
tion. 

Army Specialist Raymond Salerno III of 
Land O’Lakes, Florida recently passed away 
following an extensive battle to recover from 
wounds sustained during operations in Iraq. 
Specialist Salerno was 27 years old, and 
leaves behind a fiancee, a 7-month-old son, 
and a grieving family. 

While on patrol in Iraq in October, Specialist 
Salerno’s tank was struck by a roadside 
bomb, sustaining third-degree burns over 
much of his body. While recovering in Fort 
Benning, Georgia, Specialist Salerno had re-
covered enough to perform basic tasks like 
answering telephones. His death came as a 
shock to everyone who knew him. 

A dedicated wrestler, Specialist Salerno 
graduated from Land O’Lakes High School in 
1997. Following his high school career, he 
worked at Response Mail, a direct mail mar-
keting company. Yearning to one day gain a 
college education, Specialist Salerno joined 
the Army. His dream was to potentially go to 
the police academy and earn a pilot’s license. 

Specialist Salerno leaves behind his fiancee 
Nerea Guerrica and their son Nikolas; parents 
Robin and Raymond Salerno; brothers Chris-
topher and Joshua; and sister Camille. 

Mr. Speaker, it is soldiers like Specialist 
Raymond Salerno III who have volunteered to 
protect the freedoms that all Americans hold 
dear. 

While brave men and women like Ray have 
perished in the cause of freedom and liberty, 
his family, friends and loved ones should know 
that this Congress will never forget their sac-
rifice and commitment. 
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